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The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Moravian Historical So- 
ciety, which was held on Wednesday, October 18th, 1871, and the 
Vesper during the afternoon, will long be memorable in its annals, 
for upon that day, in addition to occupying its new hall, in the 
lately renovated Whitefield House, it also entered upon a new epoch 
in its existence. There were present a larger number of members 
and their friends, than at any previous meeting, and but one opinion 
was expressed, that fresh vigor would be infused, and new life 
aroused in the membership. The Whitefield House and lot were 
purchased of the Trustees of the Nazareth congregation early in 
the present year, by the projector of the Missionary Home, and a 
deed was by him executed to the " Society of the United Brethren 
for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen," from which the 
following recitals are taken : 

" In Trust and to hold the said lot or piece of ground above de- 
scribed hereditaments and premises hereby granted or mentioned and 
intended so to be with the appurtenances unto the said the Society of 
the United Brethren for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen, 
their successors and assigns ; to and for the only proper use and be- 
hoof of the said the Society of United Brethren for Propagating 
the Gospel among the Heathen, their successors and assigns forever. 

" In Trust nevertheless to and for and upon the following uses, 
ends and interests and purposes and no other, that is to say, to per- 
mit and suffer 'The Moravian Historical Society' to solely and 
uninterrupedly occupy, use and enjoy the second story of the build- 
ing erected on said lot, with free ingress and egress to and from 
the same for the purposes of said Society so long as the same shall 
continue to exist and as to all the other parts of the hereby granted 
premises and also as to the second story of the said building after 
the dissolution of the said Historical Society, if ever, in trust to hold 
the same for and as a home for visiting and retired or pensioned 
missionaries or ministers of the Moravian Church under the care of 
the Board of Elders of the Northern Diocese of the Church of the 
United Brethren in the United States of America, subject however 
19 
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as to the whole of the said premises to such rules and regulations 
as the ex-officio Directors of the Society may from time to time es- 
tablish." 

In the spring the work of renovation, or more properly rebuild- 
ing, to adapt it to the uses for which it is designed, was commenced 
under the direction of a joint committee of the Society for the Prop- 
agation of the Gospel among the Heathen and the Historical Society. 
The external appearance of the building has not been materially 
changed, the walls and the timbers of the roof having been found 
perfectly sound, — its broken roof, which is its distinguishing feature, 
being retained. The interior is divided into three floors, connected 
in the north-west gable by a wide and easy stairway, with a fine 
heavy balustrade made of the old oaken timbers torn away duriDg 
rebuilding. 

On the first floor there are six apartments, and on the third 
seven smaller ones, the whole constituting three comfortable suites 
of rooms. By the exertions of the sisters of Bethlehem, Nazareth 
and Lititz these have been partially furnished. Two suites are 
occupied at present by Rev. Henry M. Weiss and family, from 
Barbadoes, W. I. ; and Rev. Francis W. Knauss and family, re- 
cently in charge of the congregation at Moravia, Iowa. 

On the second floor is the hall of the Society. It is a light and 
spacious apartment, forty feet in length, by thirty in width, having 
its ceiling supported by four iron columns. Here the historical 
museum and library are deposited, and here, too, the stated meetings 
and annual Vespers are held. In this hall, on the day of dedication, 
the first business meeting was held at 10 o'elock, A. M., when offi- 
cers were elected for the ensuing year. 

The Vesper of the afternoon always takes precedence in point of 
interest, being in fact the main feature of the day. That expecta- 
tion ran higher than usual on the present occasion could be inferred 
from the extraordinary number of guests who, by a quarter to two 
o'clock, had seated themselves around the tastefully adorned and 
bountifully supplied tables. The exercises began with a " choral" 
by the Nazareth church-choir, who had kindly consented to en- 
hance the pleasure of the day by their performance. This was fol- 
lowed by reading of the Scriptures and prayer by Bishop Henry A. 
Shultz, and the dedication of the Missionary Home. After the 
usual grace, 
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" Be present at our table Lord ; 
Be here and everywhere adored : 
From thy all-bounteous hand our food 
May we receive with gratitude," 

had been sung, the company were invited to partake of what was 
set before them. Sufficient time having been allowed for this pur- 
pose, the retiring President, Rev. Eugene Leibert, addressed the 
Society. After words of cordial welcome, he proceeded to compare 
the present with the past condition of the Society, calling attention 
to the new dignity of permanent occupancy to which they had now 
risen, and the heretofore unfelt comfortable feeling which attended it. 
The accounts of the " Missionary Home," as read by Rev. 
Sylvester Wolle, showed the following results : 

Cost of building and renovation $6,125.29 

Beceipts from all sources 5,128.30 

Deficiency, (which has since been paid) 996.99 

Towards the furnishing of the Home : 

Beceipts « $379.83 

Disbursements 374.62 

Balance on hand 5.21 

This was followed by the reading of a paper prepared by the 
Rev. William C. Reichel entitled, 



DISJECTA MEMBRA. 

The house in which the members of the Moravian Historical So- 
ciety are met on this the fourteenth anniversary of their organiza- 
tion, is invested with peculiar interest, in addition to being associated 
with the name of George Whitefield, the founder of Calvinistic 
Methodism, and with the movements of the first Moravians who 
came into the Province of Pennsylvania, full one hundred and 
thirty-one years ago. 

The very ground on which it stands is rich in history, it being 
one portion of 25,000 acres, devised to his daughter Laetitia, by 
William Penn; — said 25,000 acres being located and surveyed at 
different times, and in different parts of the Province. The tract 
of 5,000 acres, with which we are concerned, (it being the balance 
of the original grant,) was formally released to their sister Laetitia, 
by John, Thomas and Richard Penn, (who had succeeded their 
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father in the proprietarysbip in 1718), on the 25th of September, 
1731. Her right to this balance of 5,000 acres, Laetitia, (now 
Mrs. Laetitia Aubry) conveyed to William Allen, of Philadelphia, 
merchant, by release dated 10 April, 1735, for the consideration of 
,£500 sterling of Great Britain, and the specified quit-rent, to wit: 
" the payment of one red rose on the 24th day of June yearly, if the 
same shall be demanded." It being left for Allen to locate the 
5,000 acres wherever he felt inclined, he sent Surveyor General 
Eastburn into the Forks of Delaware (in what was then Bucks 
County) to select and survey a desirable tract, without delay.* 
Thus it came to pass that the survey was completed on the 4th day 
of June, 1735 ; and it is remarkable that its bearings and courses 
(with but a slight deviation on the southern boundary), are iden- 
tical with those of Upper Nazareth township. These 5,000 acres 
are often referred to in early Moravian records, as the Barony of 
Nazareth, the original grantee being privileged by the grantor to 
erect the entire tract or any 'part or parts thereof into a Manor and 
to have and hold Court Baron thereon ; — a privilege which was, 
however, never claimed, — and which was subsequently annulled. 
Thus much of the early " deed" history of the land on which this 
venerable house stands. 

George Whitefield, erst a servitor of Pembroke College, Oxford, 
landed at Savannah, Georgia, for the first time, in May of 1738. 
He had been ordained a deacon in the Church of England, and was 
come to the New World, with a commission from the Trustees of 
Georgia, to preach the Gospel within their jurisdiction. Sympa- 
thizing deeply in the temporal destitution of the colonists also, he, 
on his return to England in December of 1738, agitated Ogle- 
thorpe's scheme of erecting an Asylum for Orphans in Georgia. 
On the 9th of May, 1739, he tells us, the Trustees in London 
granted him an audience. Before them he now appeared, as the 
champion of the suffering poor, plead their cause, dwelt on the ben- 
efits likely to accrue to the colony from an institution such as Ogle- 
thorpe designed, and finally made proposals. To these the Trus- 
tees agreed, granting " him and his successors" 500 acres of land 
" for the use of an Orphan House." 

Whitefield sailed for America, a second time, in August of 

* The County of Northampton was erected on March 11th, 1752, 
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1739 ; landed at Lewes ; — visited Philadelphia and New York ; — 
made a tour of the colonies on the sea-board, and arrived at Savan- 
nah early in January of 1740. Wherever he had preached in the 
course of his journey, he had appealed to the sympathies of his 
audience in behalf of the needy and suffering of Georgia. It was 
with funds collected in this way, that he was enabled at once to pro- 
ceed to the erection of the Orphan House, — and on the 19th March, 
1740, its corner-stone was laid with becoming solemnities. He 
named it Bethesda, i. e. " a house of mercy." Such, we are told, 
it proved for almost twenty years, although its existence was a pre- 
carious one, depending altogether upon the free-will offerings of 
the charitable. The building stood upon " a low pine-barren, sur- 
rounded on one side by a large tract of salt-marsh, extending to 
"Vernon River, and on the other side by woods," about fourteen 
miles south-east from the town of Savannah.* It was here that 
Bro. John Hagen (who deceased at Shamokin in 1747), engaged 
as a day-laborer in the summer of 1740, when on his arrival in 
Georgia, he found to his dismay, that all the Brethren had left the 
colony. A difference of opinion respecting doctrinal points between 
him and some of Whitefield's employees at the Asylum, prejudiced 
the great field-preacher against the Brethren, and was the indirect 
occasion of the breach between the two, which led to the expulsion 
of the latter from the Nazareth tract. 

During his late stay in England, Whitefield had been ordained 
a priest and was thus qualified to act as rector of Christ Church in 
Savannah. To his duties as such, he added those of Superintend- 
ent of the Orphan Asylum. In its interests he set out for Penn- 
sylvania on board his sloop " The Savannah," on the 13th of April, 
1740. His fellow passengers were William Seward of London, his 
faithful financier, and the remnant of the Moravian colonists, led 
by Peter Boehler. " On the 20th of April," writes Seward in his 
Journal, " it being the seventh day out from Savannah, Mr. White- 
field proposed to me to go to England in behalf of the Orphan 

* "The funds originally designed to support this Institution, founded by George 
Whitefield, are chiefly rice-plantations and negroes. On the death of the Countess 
of Huntingdon, to whom Mr. Whitefield bequeathed this property as Trustee, the 
Legislature in 1792 passed a law, vesting it in thirteen Commissioners with power 
to carry the original intention of Whitefield into execution." — Morse's Gazetteer, 
Boston, 1797. 
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House, and to colled subscriptions for a negro school in Pennsylva- 
nia, where he proposes to take up land, in order to settle a tovm for 
the reception of such English friends whose heart God shall incline to 
come and settle there." 

The sloop arrived at Philadelphia on the 25th day of April. 
The Brethren repaired to Germantown, or sought out acquaint- 
ances in the rural districts or townships adjacent, — Whitefield re- 
mained in the capital, and Seward opened negotiations for a tract 
of land on which to erect a school for negroes and to found a 
Methodist settlement. It was on the 3rd of May, he tells us, that 
he agreed with Mr. William Allen for 5,000 acres of land in the 
Forks of Delaware, at .£2,200 sterling, the conveyance to be 
made to Mr. Whitefield, and after that assigned to him, as security 
for his advancing the money. Mr. Whitefield, he adds, " purposes 
to give orders for building the school on the purchased land before 
he leaves the Province." 

These orders were given, on the 5th of May at the farm-house 
of one Christopher Wiegner, a Schwenkfelder, in Towamensing 
township, then Philadelphia, where in the forenoon of said day 
Whitefield preached to some 2,000 hearers. Peter Boehler hap- 
pened to be here, as Wiegner was a friend of the Brethren, he 
having resided at Berthelsdorf, near Herrnhut, prior to 1734. 
Here then, Whitefield proposed to Boehler to superintend the erec- 
tion of the projected school-house, and to engage the Brethren 
whom he had led from Georgia, to do the carpenter work. Boehler 
entertained the proposal favorably, and at Whitefield's suggestion, 
accompanied by Mr. Henry Antes of Frederic township [at whose 
house he had preached in the evening of the same day], set out on 
the afternoon of the 6th of May to view the tract. Bro. Anton 
Seyffert rode along, and the three horsemen spent the night of the 
7th in the woods, on Whitefield's recent purchase.* 

On their return to Antes', Whitefield's proposal was put to the 
lot, (May 10th) and meeting with its approval, was accepted by 
Boehler. 

On the 27th of May, Boehler and the Brethren, set out from 
Germantown for the Whitefield tract, named by him Nazareth. 

* Welagamika, signifying rich soil, was the name of the Delaware town on the 
" Nazareth tract," when the Moravians came there in 1740. The Indians applied 
the name to the entire tract. 
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They arrived there on the 30th, and encamped on the lowland that 
skirts the northern limits of the present borough. Boehler's com- 
pany consisted of Anton SeyfFert, J. Martin Mack, John Boehner, 
David and Rosina Zeisberger, David Zeisberger their son, Hannah 
Hummel, and Benjamin Sommers and James, two indentured lads.* 

A few days subsequently Whitefield's agents arrived from Phil- 
adelphia, and selected a site for the school. Thither the Brethren 
now transferred their encampment. 

Towards the close of July they completed the first house, having 
up to that time lived in huts made of branches and bark of trees: 
The season had been unusually rainy. In the first week of Sep- 
tember the walls of the school were built no higher than to the 
door-sills, and £300 had already been expended. As rains again 
set in, it became evident that the building could not be brought 
under roof before winter. Boehler now repaired to Philadelphia 
to report to Whitefield's agents, and obtained their consent to put 
up a comfortable building in which to pass the winter.f 

On his return from Philadelphia, Boehler dismissed the masons 
and lime-burners he had engaged in Skippack and Goshenhoppen ; 
and he and his Brethren turned their attention solely to their own 
wants, as has been stated, — making provision for wintering in 
the wilderness. 

Towards the close of November, Boehler went a second time to 
Philadelphia, on learning of Whitefield's arrival from Georgia. 
On this occasion, he met with the memorable repulse,— "Sic Jubeo ; 
stet pro ratione voluntas !" which threatened to render himself and 
his Brethren a second time homeless wanderers in Pennsylvania. 
But Nathaniel Irish, the miller on Saucon Creek (Shimersville) in- 
terposed, and so it came to pass that the Brethren were permitted 
to remain at Nazareth during the winter of 1740 and 1741. It 
proved to be unprecedentedly rigorous.J 

* For biographical notes of this company, and for those whose names subse- 
quently appear in this paper, refer to the paper entitled, " A Register of Mem- 
bers of the Moravian Church, and of Persons Attached to said Church in this 
Country and Abroad between 1727 and 1754," p. 285 of this volume. 

t This was subsequently the " Widow's House" of the Church until the comple- 
tion of the present one at Bethlehem, in October, 1768 ; and is now occupied by Bro. 
John C. Brickenstein. 

I According to Eastburn's M8S. map of 1740, Nathaniel Irish was in that year 
settled on 306 acres, at the mouth of " Saucong Creek." Here he built a mill, and 
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December 15, 1740. — The Brethren David Nitschman, episcopus, 
David Nitschman, Sr., Christian Froehlich, and the sisters Anna 
Nitschman and Johanna Sophia Molther, who had landed at Phil- 
adelphia on the 5th, joined the little company at Nazareth. 

December 27. — Bro. Boehler left Nazareth for New York, thence 
to sail for Europe. 

David Nitschman, episcopus, succeeded him in the administra- 
tion of the Brethren's affairs, and in April of 1741, concluded to 
purchase a tract of 500 acres of land, situate at the confluence of 
the Monacasy creek with the Lehigh, on which to make a settle- 
ment. The deed for this tract was made between William Allen, 
of Philadelphia, merchant, and Margaret his wife of the one part, 
and Henry Antes of Frederick township, in the county of Phil- 
adelphia, wheelwright, as agent of the Moravians, of the other 
part, and executed on the 2d day of April, 1741. 

On this tract Bethlehem was commenced in the early spring of 
the year ; and yet, we are told, that the Brethren did not fully 
abandon the improvements at Nazareth until the 27 th of June, 
1741. They therefore resided a full year on Whitefield's purchase. 

Meanwhile William Seward, who was the actual owner of Naz- 
areth (in as far as Whitefield had released the 5,000 acres to him 
by mortgage deed, dated May 6, 1740), deceased. This was in the 
early spring of 1741. Pecuniarily embarrassed, Whitefield con- 
cluded to dispose of his estate in parcels of 500 acres, reserving 
the one-tenth, on which the improvements had been made, for 
himself. But he could find no purchasers. In the course of the 
summer, Spangenberg, then in England, offered to buy the entire 
tract, to which, after long demurring, Whitefield finally consented. 
The deed of sale was executed July 17, 1741, the indenture being 
made between George Whitefield, of the one part, and George 
Stonehouse of the Parish of St. James, Clerkenswell, in the county 
of Middlesex, clerk, of the other, in behalf of the Brethren, the 
consideration being £2,500 sterling of Great Britain. Intelli- 
gence of this purchase reached Bethlehem on the 15th of Septem- 
ber, 1741. 

hither Boehler was wont to come to await the grinding of grist for his Brethren at 
Nazareth. Irish's house stood on the site of Mr. Wm. Shimer's residence, in 
Shimersville. It was removed in 1816. The ruins of the mill are yet to be seen 
on the premises of Mr. John Knecht, of that place. It was demolished in 1812. 
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Count Zinzendorf landed at New York on the 2d of December, 
1741. In the summer of 1742 he instituted proceedings for tlfe 
removal of Capt. John, and his Indian retainers, (near the site of 
whose village Boehler, Seyffert and Antes had encamped in May 
of 1740), from Nazareth. In this he succeeded finally, towards 
the close of the year.* 

Meanwhile he had visited Nazareth on the 24th of July ; and 
perhaps earlier. Between this date and October 9th, the two log- 
houses at Nazareth, were occupied by the English Brethren and 
Sisters, who had been* imported on the snow Catharine, in June; — 
they having been formed into a distinct congregation, with David 
Bruce as their Elder. The following were the members of this 
ephemeral organization : 

Thomas Yarrell, and Ann, his wife, 

Samuel Powell, and Martha, his wife, 

James Turner, and Elizabeth, his wife, 

Joseph Powell, and Martha, his wife, 

Owen Rice, and Elizabeth, his wife, 

Robert Hussey, and Martha, his wife, 
and the single brethren, John Okely, Joseph Shaw and Hector 
Gambold. 

On the 9th of October, this company passed through Bethlehem, 
on its way to Philadelphia.! 

October 16, 1742, Matthias Seybold, and Mary his wife, set out 
from Bethlehem, to take charge of the improvements at Nazareth, 
this being rendered necessary by the growing disposition manifested 
by Capt John's Indians to trespass. In the middle of December, 
the last of these unpleasant neighbors evacuated their town, much 
to the relief of the Brethren, who were now the sole possessors of the 
soil, of the two log-houses with garden adjacent, and the stone 
walls of the ill-fated and unfinished school. 

Meanwhile Zinzendorf abroad, in the summer of 1743, was busy 
in fitting out a second colony of Brethren and Sisters, one portion of 
which he designed to locate at Nazareth. Certain intelligence of 
this reached Bethlehem in the second week of September, and on 

* Capt. John, a Delaware, son of old Capt. Harris of Pocopoco, and half-brother 
of Teedyuscung. 

f They formed the English part of the Philadelphia congregation, organized by 
Zinzendorf, in January of 1743. 
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the 18th of the month masons were sent up to Nazareth to re- 
sume work on the " stone-house," (as it is called), and hasten its 
completion. Two years therefore, had fully elapsed, since the 
trowel had last rung on the limestones that were built into the 
walls of this now venerable pile. By the close of the year the 
work was done, and on the 2d of January, 1744, it was occupied 
by thirty-three couples, members of the colony that had been im- 
ported on the " Little Strength," Capt. Garrison, in November 
previous.* 

The following are the names of these first occupants, of the 
"stone-house" in which we are met on this festive afternoon. 
Scarce twelve of these names are familiar in our circles, the rest 
having all passed away with those who once bore them. 

Gottlieb Anders, and Ann Christiana, his wife, 
Tobias Hirte, and Mary, his wife, 
John Jorde, and Ann Margaret, his wife, 
Jonas Neilsen, and Margaret, his wife, 
Matthew Schropp, and Ann Mary, his wife, 
John C. Weinert, and Mary, his wife, 
Martin Boehmer, and Margaret, his wife, 
John Michler, and Barbara, his wife, 
John G. Partsch, and Susan L., his wife, 
David Reichardt, and Elizabeth, his wife, 
Matthew Reutz, and Magdaline, his wife, 
Thomas Schaaf, and Ann C, his wife, 
George Crist, and Ann Mary, his wife, 
John G. Grabs, and Ann Mary, his wife, 
Abraham Hessler, and Mary, his wife, 
George Kremser, and Ann Mary, his wife, 
John Schaub, and Divert Mary, his wife, 
David Boehringer, and Gertrude, his wife, 
Matthew Krause, and Christina, his wife, 
Daniel Kunckler, and Ann M., his wife, 
Andrew Schober, and Hedwig, his wife, 
Matthias Weiss, and Margaret C, his wife, 
John H. Biefel, and Rosina, his wife, 

* The building contained eleven dwelling rooms, three large rooms or halls, 
and two cellars. 
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Thomas Fischer, and Agnes, his wife, 

John C. Fritsche, and Margaret, his wife, 

John Mozer, and Mary Philippina, his wife, 

Peter Goetje, and A. Barbara, his wife, 

Matthew Hancke, and Elizabeth, his wife, 

Andrew Kremser, and Kosina, his wife, 

John H. Moeller, and Rosina, his wife, 

John M. Miicke, and Catharine, his wife, 

George Ohneberg, and Susan his wife. 

On the 2d day of January, 1744, these thirty-three couples, led 
by Bro. John Hagen, set out afoot from Bethlehem for Nazareth. 
The Brethren led the way, each with his axe in hand to clear the 
path from obstructions. The Sisters followed, provided with a 
lunch of buttered bread. There was as yet no highway between 
the two places.* 

At Nazareth the Brethren Boehler aad Seyfferth introduced the 
new comers into their future home, and then met with them for 
worship in the chapel on the first floor. This hall served as a 
sanctuary for all who resided on the Nazareth tract, until the ded- 
ication of the chapel in Nazareth Hall, on the 13th of November, 
1756. Thus the stone house was first inhabited. 

In 1745, the first of the group of buildings at the improvement 
called by later generations " Old Nazareth," was built ; — thither the 
adult inmates of the " stone house" were gradually removed, and the 
building assigned for the children of the settlement, and for a 
" boarding school for girls."f 

This Boarding School was commenced, 28th March, 1745, with 
eighteen pupils. In 1746 its inmates were the following: 

Antes, Mary, daughter of Henry Antes, 

Beata, alias " Chicken," an Indian, 

Beck, Christiana, daughter of Henry and Barbara Beck, from 
Georgia, 

Burnside, Beckie, daughter of James Burnside of Georgia, 

Quatsch'l, an Indian, 

* The " King's road," leading from Bethlehem N. N. E. to Nazareth, 2840 
perches, was ordered by the Court of Quarter Sessions, held at Newtown in March 
of 1745. 

t May 26, 1756. — A trench for the palisades around Old Nazareth was begun to 
be dug ; and on Jime 4th, the Brethren, who had now done setting the stockade, 
met in a Lovefeast. The timber had been cut earlier. (Nazareth Diary.) 
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Franke, Margaret, daughter of Jacob Franke, of Philadelphia, 
Frey, Elizabeth, from Falckner Swamp, 

Horsfield, Elizabeth, daughter of Timothy Horsfield of Long 
Island, 

Klemm, Susan, from New York, 
Klotz, Ann M., from Tulpehocken, 
Leibert, Mary, from Philadelphia, 
Lock, Elizabeth, from Germantown, 
Martha, an Indian, 
Little Dove, an Indian,* 
Montanye, Beckie, from New York, 
Miller, Ann C, from Falckner Swamp, 
Noble, Polly, from New York, 
Price, Sally, from Philadelphia, 
Price, Polly, from Philadelphia, 
Pricelius Ann, 

Rose, Mary, from Germantown, 
Rose, Ann C, from Germantown, 
Schaus, Ann M., from Falckner Swamp, 
Spangenberg, Mary, an Indian, 
Sarah, alias " Little Worm," an Indian. 
Tanneberger, Ann, from Bethlehem, 
Ysselstein, Sarah, from Bethlehem, 
Ysselstein, Rachel, from Bethlehem. 

* " During a conference with the sisters in charge of the children, and in which 
the baptism of Little Dove was under consideration Sister Kearney handed in a 
letter which had been dictated by Little Dove. We finally agreed to perform the 
ceremony. The children were then brought into the chapel, and seated on three 
benches that were placed obliquely. Before them chairs were arranged in a half 
circle for the sponsors, eight in number, among whom sat Little Dove arrayed in 
white. The service was commenced by singing the first stanza of hymn No. 2006, 
and thereupon Bro. A. Beinke spoke on the word of the day. He then asked 
Little Dove the following questions : 

Do you believe that the Lamb is your Saviour ? 

Ans. — I do. 

Do you believe that the blood of the Lamb is efficacious to save your soul 1 

Ans. — Yes. 

Is it still your sincere wish to be baptized into the death of Jesus ? 

Ans. — Yes. 

During the singing of the hymn a tub of water was brought in, covered with 
white linen, before which she knelt, and the children and sisters stood. Bro. 
Beinke then sprinkled the water upon the little brown sister and called her Ann 
Mary." — Nazareth Diary, January, 1747. 
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November 11, 1748, the Brethren Spangenberg, John von Watte- 
ville, and Henry Antes viewed the " stone-house" at Nazareth, in 
order to ascertain whether or not it would provide suitable accom- 
modations, for the infants of the church, who at this time were 
collected together in the Nursery at Bethlehem. It was found 
to answer, and so it came to pass that on the 

7th of January, 1749, fifty-six infants, varying in age from fifteen 
months to five years, with their attendants and instructors, (widows 
and single sisters) removed from Bethlehem into the "stone-house," 
which henceforth was called the Nursery. 

Year after year, for upwards of fourteen years, the infants of 
those parents who, as the Brethren expressed it, were engaged " in 
the work of the Lord," whether as ministers of the Gospel, or as 
evangelists, or itinerants, or missionaries, or handicraftsmen in the 
Economy, were cared for and reared in this church Institution. The 
measure it was thought, would prove an economical one, and the 
Brethren of those days were somehow or other simple-hearted 
enough to believe that no sacrifice was too great, if made for the 
Lord and in the advancement of His kingdom. There were some- 
times upwards of seventy nurslings within these walls. " October 
10th, 1754," says the Nazareth Diarist, "Bro. John Stoll brought 
his infant daughter, Ann Mary, aged 1 year and 9 months, from 
Bethlehem, to be entered in the Nursery." This infant was the 
mother of our venerable brother Andrew G. Kern, who has 
wrought so industriously in the mine of Moravian antiquities. 

The Indian war broke in rudely upon the quiet of this " home 
of little ones," and when the savages came down into the settle- 
ments in the autumn of 1755, it was thought prudent to remove 
the nurslings and the pupils of the Boarding School to Bethlehem 
It was Bro. John Michael Graff, who dreamed in the night of No- 
vember 30th, " that it was mid-winter, and yet lo ! his bees were 
swarming !" Bro. Graff was superintendent of the schools at Naz- 
areth ; and when next day orders came from Bethlehem for the 
speedy removal of the children, his dream no longer needed an in- 
terpreter. On that day, December 1st, 1755, the inmates of the 
Nursery and Boarding School, with their attendants, numbering 
in all ninety-three souls, were transported to Bethlehem. 

During the six months following, the " Nursery," as well as the 
two log-houses adjacent, were occupied by refugee settlers from the 
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frontiers, many of whom had escaped with their lives only, from 
the torch and tomahawk of the infuriated savages. Several of 
these unfortunates came here to die. There were orphan chil- 
dren too, and mothers with new born babes, men and women, 
naked, and famished and cold ! What a blessing then was this old 
stone house, to the homeless and houseless, in the terrible winter of 
1755 and 1756 1* While the Brethren provided for the temporal 
wants of these sufferers, during their sojourn at Nazareth, they also 
gave to them of the Bread of Life. 

February 22, 1756, writes the Diarist, " Bro. Payne baptized 
the infant son of George Clevel, a refugee, and named him Daniel." 
Bro. Philip Clevel of Schoeneck is, we believe, the son of this 
Daniel Clevel. On the 3rd of June, 1756, the nurslings and pupils 
of the Boarding School returned from Bethlehem, and reoccupied 
the Nursery. 

In June of 1759, the " little girls" of the Institution were re- 
moved to Bethlehem. From this time on, boys only were ad- 
mitted. 

In December of 1763, the number of these had diminished to 
five. With the abrogation of the Economy at Nazareth, in the 
spring of 1764, the Nursery was closed. Thus we have traced the 
history of this house from the summer of 1740 to the spring of 
1764. 

We know but little of the uses to which it was subsequently put. 
Within the memory of the oldest person living it was occupied by 
families and individuals in the common walks of life. As far as 
the Church is concerned, saving its having been the seat of the 
Theological Seminary between 1854 and 1859, it ceased to have a 
history. And yet it was always to most persons a house of an un- 
defined or an undefinable interest ; whether this interest centred in 
its unique architecture, or its dingy walls, or its mysterious pres- 
ence, or its hipped-roof that was all of it that looked out over the 
tree tops, upon the world around ; or in the curious historical as- 
sociations that cling to it, and carry us far back, even to the days 
of old William Penn. 

* The palisades that were erected around the Whitefield House, during the war, 
were 236 by 170 feet, and 10 feet high ; and it was ordered that not less than eight 
persons should constitute the watch. 
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There was a time, within our memory, when it stood back from 
the dusty street, and when its approach from the highway was by 
a stile, which being crossed, led you under the shade of embower- 
ing trees, to the carpet of green, that spread out invitingly on the 
sunny-side of its gray limestone walls. Thus we saw it for the 
first time ! and we believe that others too, whenever they read or 
hear of Whitefield's Ephrata, or the Nursery, or the Whitefield 
House, will choose to see it before them, with the rural accesso- 
ries that beautified its precincts in the days of the past. 

A pleasing occurrence of the afternoon, also, was the presentation 
of a handsome cane cut from an oaken beam of the building, to the 
friend who had made the purchase of the building and devoted it 
to its present uses. To the great regret of all, he could not be 
present, and the cane was therefore received in his stead, and the 
presentation address of the Rev. Edward T. Kluge responded to 
by Bro. John W. Jordan. 

Bro. John Beck, of Lititz, being called upon, related in his happy 
way, the pleasure he felt in revisiting this building, which in 
his childhood, seventy-two years ago, he had passed so often and 
used to be so much frightened at, because it had the notoriety of 
being bewitched by two ugly old women who lived in it. The 
thought that seventy-two years ago this building was already old 
enough to be bewitched, tended to place its antiquity in bolder relief. 

Other speakers were the Rev. W. W. Spear, D.D., formerly 
rector of St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, and Mr. 
Green, "the last of the Moravians in Newport, R. I.," as he had 
been introduced. The former spoke in terms of high commenda- 
tion of the project which had here been carried out, of providing a 
home tor those laborers, who after having borne the heat and 
burden of the day, found themselves destitute of a home. 

The ladies for the most part engaged in the orthdox and useful 
work of knitting, and the brethren in the just as orthodox but cer- 
tainly less useful occupation of smoking. 

The doxology 

"Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below ; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts ; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!" 

was then sung, and the members and their friends dispersed, having 

pleasantly and profitably passed the afternoon, and had their 

highest anticipations realized. 



